
SUMMER HOMEWORK

For students entering into Fourth Grade

READING:
A good book provides a perfect summer vacation – and you never have to leave your
house!  I encourage 20 minutes of reading each day this summer.  Remember, the more
your child practices, the better their reading fluency and comprehension skills will
become!

All incoming fifth graders are required to read ONE book over the summer.  See below
for a list of books to choose from.  You are also expected to complete a book report (see
below).

Due: the first day of school

LIST OF BOOKS TO CHOOSE FROM…

Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis

Wings of Fire series by Tui T Sutherland

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by JK Rowling

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll

Pizza Book Report Guidelines:

http://tuibooks.com/wordpress/


After you have finished reading the book, you will be completing a book report.

Rather than do a tradition book report, you will follow the guidelines below to create

your pizza project.

Start your pizza with a round piece of paper, at least 18 inches in diameter, for the crust.

Divide the crust into eight slices and label each slice according to the directions below.

Fill in each slice with BOTH words and pictures. You may draw, paint, or color your own
illustrations or you may use clip art or photos to decorate your pizza.

The most important rule is to . . . BE CREATIVE! You can make your pizza
3-dimensional using construction paper or other materials. Think of other ways to make
your project uniquely your own and to entice other students to “take a bite” out of your
book.

Be neat and organized.  Need I say more?

Include DETAILS!  Quality details in your words and art determine the difference
between an A or a B.

Have fun!

Pizza Slice Directions



Slice #1 The book title (capitalized and underlined)

The author

Your name

A picture

Slice #2 Setting -  Describe the time and place in detail.

It should create a word picture in your mind, so that you can

really see where the story takes place.

Example: The novel Tuck Everlasting takes places in the

present day.   It has several settings such as an intimidating

wood with a magic spring in the center, a little village, and the

Tuck family’s untidy shack.

Slice #3 2 Main Characters, 3 character traits with specific

examples for each.

Example: Winnie, the young heroine of the story, is a curious,

adventurous, and independent girl who is tired of being told

what to do by her mother and grandmother.



Slice #4 Conflict (the problem)

Example: The conflict arises when the Tuck family drinks from a

spring which makes them immortal, unable to grow old or die.

When Winnie, a young girl, finds out their secret, they decide to

kidnap her in order to keep their secret safe!

Slice #5 Rising Action (Theses are the 3 or 4 main events which build

tension as the author takes you to the climax!)

Example:

After the Tuck family kidnaps Winnie, they carry her off to their

house.

Then,  . . .

After that,  . . . (don’t reveal the climax yet!)

Slice #6 Climax (This is the MOST EXCITING PART, or the turning point

in the story,

usually at the very end)

Example:

The most exciting part of Tuck Everlasting was when . . .



Slice #7 Resolution (This is how the conflict is solved)

Example:

The Tucks problem of being immortal is resolved when _______

. Winnie is brought back to her house when . . .

Slice #8 A detailed, colored drawing of your favorite part of the

text, along with a quote. Include the page number.

SUMMER JOURNAL WRITING GUIDELINES:

Below you will see a calendar for the months of July and August.  Each date on the
calendar has a different writing topic.  Choose any 4 journal entries from the month of
July and 4 journal entries from the month of August to write about.  For example, if the
date is Monday, July 12th, you can pick ANY date on the July calendar to write about.  If
the date is Tuesday, July 13th and you like the topic under that date, then you may write
about that topic.

At the top of your summer journal notebook, please write the date of the journal entry
you choose to write along with the topic.  For example, if I chose the topic under July
31st then my summer journal will look like this….

Monday, July 31st

Journal entry #1:  Invent a new type of ice cream

Each journal entry should be at least one paragraph (6-8 sentences), detailed, proper
grammar, sentence structure, and punctuation.

DUE:  the first day of school






